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You could call the hillside picnic in today’s Gospel a party giver’s nightmare.  What was 

supposed to be a fairly private gathering of Jesus and his disciples turns into quite the get-

together. About 5,000 people show up and it’s dinnertime. No one has RSVP’d and the disciples 

are starting to worry about not having enough food.  The potential for chaos is great.  How will 

they feed all these people?   

 

Relying solely on their own intellect, the disciples can think in only one way – in a mindset of 

scarcity. Then Andrew finds a boy who has a small lunch of five loaves of barley bread and two 

fish. The boy is generous with what he has, yet Andrew is still skeptical.   And then Jesus takes 

the loaves and fish, gives thanks, and distributes the food to the crowd. And despite the doubt 

among the disciples, all 5000 are fed, and there are 12 baskets of leftovers.   They do have 

enough after all, indeed more than enough, to do the work they needed to do.  To use a line from 

today’s Ephesians passage, “God’s power, working through them, was infinitely more than they 

could ask or imagine.” 

 

How often do we think we don’t have enough in our lives?  Perhaps we don’t think we have 

enough time or money, enough love or forgiveness, enough peace or justice, enough education or 

experience.  How often do we discount what we do have and think we couldn’t possibly have 

enough of what it takes to respond to God’s call? What if we simply offer what we have to Jesus 

and let him work through us?  What if we took time to consider that God wants to use our gifts 

every day, even and especially in our messy lives, to do the work of reconciling love, peace, and 

justice in the world? 

 

Today’s gospel is not only about physical hunger being relieved for a large crowd of people; it’s 

also a sign that Jesus is the source of eternal and spiritual food, the source of life.  However we 

try to explain what happened that day, the bottom line is that there was enough – more than 

enough.  Why is that always so hard for us to believe?  Even the disciples didn’t believe Jesus 

was able to feed all those people.  In fact, when Jesus asked them, “Where are we to buy bread 

for these people to eat?” the disciples could not even hear the question because they were already 

anxious and fearful.  They had already made a lot of assumptions.  Just like Eeyore, the doubtful 

donkey who is friends with Winnie the Pooh, the disciples were saying, “It’ll never work…”  

Jesus asked a “where” question, but Philip heard a “how much” question.  Jesus knew how he 

was going to feed the crowd. Philip’s answer makes it clear that he doesn’t think it’s possible!  

 

And where do we find ourselves in this story?  Perhaps we are in the crowd, following Jesus 

because we too have seen the signs and we are hungry. Each of us can list things that we need in 

our lives: money to pay the bills, reconciliation with a family member or friend, healing from 

disease, addiction, or anxiety.  

 

Maybe we find ourselves as one of the disciples in this story, following Jesus, yet not fully able 

to trust that we will be given exactly what we need.  



Just this past week some of us had our own miraculous feeding story as we provided lunch to 

those in need at the Hope Center.  As more and more people came through the doors, we 

wondered if we had brought enough food, we worried that we might run out, but we did not. 

Thanks be to God for this feeding program, and thanks to all of you who volunteered to help this 

past week – there was more than enough. 

 

Here at Christ and Grace, we also have some needs. We need more volunteers in just about every 

area of ministry, and we need funding for a much needed roof repair and carpet replacement. 

Like the disciples, we sometimes have a mindset of scarcity, when the truth is that God has 

already given us all that we need.  Each of us has been given gifts to share as we gather here to 

worship our generous God. We are sitting on a great deal of grass in this place, and Jesus is 

waiting to feed us. Jesus is waiting for each of us to be generous with whatever small lunch we 

have.   

 

If you want to offer your small lunch - what God has given you – it’s as easy as saying “I want to 

help.” Giving to maintain our building may not seem like outreach, but we are called to be good 

stewards of what God has entrusted to us. Our building allows us to do everything else that we 

do. We want our church to be here so that it can be a place of hope, healing and hospitality to all; 

so that it will speak a prophetic word to a world that has often wandered from compassion and 

justice to hoarding and aggressively defensive self-interest. We want our church to be a sign that 

things are different in God’s kingdom. 

 

If you want to help in worship, you are invited to serve as an acolyte or an usher, sing in the 

choir, join the altar guild or the flower guild, or read the scriptures and prayers. We need 

volunteers in the Outreach Garden, at the Hope Center, or helping with pastoral care, fellowship, 

and formation for all ages. All of this work shapes our faith and equips us to share it. 

 

And then, what new ministries and programs might God be calling us to imagine? There is no 

end to the ways God can use a small lunch, a generous offering of what God has already given to 

us! 

 

Jesus looked out and saw the sea of faces, all hungry for something, and then he fed them. When 

they were satisfied, he said to his disciples, “gather up the fragments left over so that nothing 

may be lost,” because Jesus knew that sometimes the very best things come from what appear to 

be the fragments, the small lunches, the meager offerings. Jesus met them where they were, 

searching and hungry, and he fed them. What are we hungry for in our lives?  What are we 

hungry for here at Christ and Grace? Where do we hope to be in 5, 10, or 20 years? Are we 

letting fear and scarcity thinking stop us from realizing our hopes?  

 

In a few minutes we will baptize Bodhi and Sophia, promising to support these children in their 

life in Christ as we welcome them into the household of God.  We teach them about faith as we 

give, volunteer, and are present in this community. They will join us at the table to be fed, 

because our worship is centered on a meal, made ready each week for those who are hungry for 

the presence of Christ.  

 



Life is full of unexpected crowds, hungry people, and needs we doubt we can fulfill.  Churches 

need maintaining because roofs leak and things wear out. There will always be people who are 

hungry or in need of pastoral care. Sometimes it seems overwhelming. And yet, what would 

happen if we trusted in the power of God to multiply the resources we have, both in our personal 

lives and in the life of the church? Because the truth is, in God’s economy, there is enough. More 

than enough. 

 

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than 

all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With gratitude to Kathryn Matthews for themes in this sermon  
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